
As work began, the decision was made to leave the wings 
on and the engine and propeller installed.
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Corrosion was discovered, and a skin panel on the fuselage 
was the first structural member to be changed.

Contrary to original plans, repairs made it necessary to 
remove the wings, engine, and a few other parts.

Mike Dunkley 
supervises the 

Cessna 210 
work. 

    n much of the world, aviation gasoline (avgas) is very expensive and            
    hard to get. Worldwide availability and lower cost of jet fuel make 
aircraft powered by turboprop and turboshaft engines a significant part of 
the solution to the avgas problem. Not every missionary aviation program, 
however, needs the larger capacity of turbine-powered airplanes. 
 SIMAIR already operates two diesel engine-powered Cessna 182s 
in Niger. Needing more speed for long flights and increased load-carrying 
capability, it was decided that a Cessna 210 would do nicely. They 
purchased a 210 and had an approved fuel system modification installed 
that allows it to use automotive gasoline or avgas. SIMAIR’s research and 
testing determined that auto gas available at their home base qualifies for 
use. The airplane was brought to MMS Aviation for avionic upgrades, and 
changes to the retractable landing gear system. 
 Subtle indicators of more needed maintenance began to appear. The 
landing gear retraction mechanism required profound inspection and repair. 
Some fuselage skins were replaced because surface corrosion had advanced 
too far. The horizontal stabilizer got an approved change, making it more 
resistant to damage from use on unpaved airstrips.
 As repaired landing gear components were being reinstalled, they 
didn’t fit quite right. MMS staff Mike Dunkley is especially familiar with 
single-engine Cessna retractable landing gear systems. He looked deeper 
into the problem and discovered damage consistent with a hard landing. 
Further investigation showed this to be the case, happening earlier in the 
plane’s pre-missionary aviation history. Repair of the landing gear support 
structure then appeared on the “to do” list.
 Unanticipated additions to an aircraft’s work order is not new at 
MMS. We look forward to SIMAIR having the right tool for the job that 
will serve them well for many years. And our mechanics can learn
along the way.

I
Selecting the Proper Tool

Glen rivets the lower cowl back in place.



Andy Gudeman Obtains A&P
Mechanic Certificate and Moves 
On to Flight Training 
Just over two and one-half years ago, Andy and Trisha, 
with their children Grace and Micah, moved to Ohio. Andy 

previously obtained 
pilot certification 
and needed to add 
mechanic credentials 
so he could serve 
as a pilot/mechanic 
with a missionary 
organization.
 

 The Gudemans are now at Missionary Air Group where 
Andy will add to his flight experience. His further training 
will focus on the knowledge and skills he needs to operate 
aircraft safely in a mission field environment.
 As with others participating in the MMS Aviation/
Missionary Air Group training partnership, the Gudemans 
continue as MMS missionaries.

MMS CEO Phil Maddux with the Woockman family
upon completion of their time in Coshocton

Dan Neely Begins Aircraft Maintenance Apprenticeship
Dan and Surimana (Suri) plan to serve as missionaries upon completion 
of the MMS Aviation/Missionary Air Group apprenticeship. Dan is from 
northeast Ohio, and Suri grew up in Cochabamba, Bolivia. While they were 
preparing to serve at MMS, Abigail joined them. It’s a joy to welcome them 
to the MMS Aviation family.

 Andy receives his
mechanic certificate

from FAA Designated 
Mechanic Examiner 

Dwight Jarboe.

Keith Woockman Completes 
Maintenance Phase of Pilot/

Mechanic Preparation

Suri, Abigail, and Dan Neely

When he came to MMS, Keith was already a 
certificated A&P mechanic with experience in 

aircraft manufacturing. MMS provided general 
aviation maintenance and inspection to prepare 

Keith for a career as a missionary
pilot/mechanic. 

Keith and Jenny, along with their children 
Malina, Everett, and Walter, have moved 
to North Carolina where Keith receives 

flight instruction from Missionary Air Group 
instructors. The Woockmans continue as MMS 

Aviation missionaries through the flight
training phase.



Jim inspects the 182’s new engine instrument system.

HANGAR HIGHLIGHTS

Cessna 182 for Ministry in Mexico
After Jenny Haver’s crew corrected airframe discrepancies and installed 
the overhauled engine, the plane waited a while for avionics installation to 
begin. Production Manager Jim Newman supervises Ryan Hokuf as new 
radios and instruments go in to upgrade the cockpit.
 
Engine Shop
Josh Adelsberger supervises work in the engine shop. Ryan Hokuf is 
overhauling a Lycoming engine for the MAF affiliate in Suriname, and 
Stephen Swartzentruber overhauls a Continental engine for MAF’s 
Mexico affiliate.

King Air Maintenance
Occasionally, maintenance is required between scheduled inspections, 
and the GCI King Air was in for some engine control and landing gear 
retraction system adjustments. Mike Dunkley addressed the engine control 
rigging, and Tim Obarow took care of the landing gear. 

Cessna 210 for Ministry in Niger
This project includes in-depth inspection and repair, especially of the 
landing gear system. Mike Dunkley leads a crew consisting of Chuck 
Egbert, David DeJong, Glen Evert, and Stephen Swartzentruber. 

Piper Aztec for Ministry in the U.S.
Josh Adelsberger and Mark Heikoop reinstalled the right engine after its 
overhaul. Jenny Haver relocated the plane’s registration number from the 
vertical fin and rudder to the fuselage side. Ryan Hokuf installed a radio 
audio panel with intercom.

The Paint Booth
Mike Garrett serves all the projects by painting aircraft components and 
repair parts. His work not only gives the planes an attractive appearance 
but adds corrosion protection to the parts of the planes we don’t see.

Parts Inventory Control
Terry McClary has put a system into place that moves tracking our 
inventory from paper to digital. This includes bar codes on our stocked 
parts and hardware to make sign outs more accurate.

 

Josh reinstalls the Aztec’s newly overhauled engine.

Chuck and Stephen reassemble a 210 elevator.

Tim checks King Air landing gear 
doors after maintenance.

Mike G. readies a 210 elevator for final paint.
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Staff gather for a prayer for safety and rededication to ministry use
as the repaired Piper J3 Cub returns to service. The pilot’s feedback: 

“The Cub is a delight to fly.It is perfectly rigged and balanced.”

         obody wants to fly in a broken airplane. That’s why, for 
       43 years, MMS has always had plenty of work! The 
hangars at MMS are full of broken airplanes. Our job is to find 
the flaws and defects, cracks and corrosion, and fix them. When 
we’re finished, these airplanes will be strong and capable tools, 
ready to fly into some of the most demanding airstrips in the 
world.  
 Our hangars are also full of broken people, flawed and 
defective, bearing scars of battles with sin, and painfully aware 
of our inadequacy to accomplish what God has placed before us. In his book Leadership as an 
Identity, Crawford Loritts points to brokenness as one of the key traits of a leader. He says that for 
the leader, “brokenness is a dear friend, and pride is the enemy.” Our mechanics and apprentices 
have a high level of skill and bring decades of missionary experience, but they are still just people 
limited by human frailty and being used by a magnificent Redeemer to demonstrate His love for 
all people.
 When God finally called him to his mission, Moses was 80 years old, exiled from his home, 
and very different from the well-placed, capable young man who had once walked the halls of 
Pharaoh’s house. But God didn’t need “competent and influential.” He needed “surrendered and 
dependent.” When Moses was in the place where his understanding and ability were depleted and 
God’s strength was required, he was ready to be used. The account of the Israelites’ deliverance 
from Egypt is not a story of Moses’ capacity as a leader, but rather God’s power displayed through 
a man conformed to His purposes.
 We are humbled and grateful to be participants in the redeeming work of our Creator. Our 
prayer is that His glory is fully displayed through us.  
 
         For His Glory,

         Phil Maddux, President & CEO
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